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been expressed herein, coupled with the rider that even
had the pre-War Territorial Force had any foreign liability
in its constitution, however safe-guarded, then again
Germany would not have thought of war.

Again here may it be said that a little firmer display
in the assertions and public speeches of our readers might
have saved Germany from herself. To use a schoolboy
phrase of the last generation we all know how the German
Ambassador in London was 'sucked* in by our hot-air
emissions and how he falsely primed his own Government.
Had we been super-Machiavellis we could not have done
it better. On the Afghan frontier it is not fair to carry
arms and not display them,, it tempts young men. It was
Falstaff who said that young men must live and gorbellied
knaves with fat purses are fair game. If you display
your arms, would-be robbers will refrain. Similarly, it
does pay sometimes to be downright.

It is true that the super-kindly sentiments that our
ministers have been compelled to emit against the judgment
of their own knowledge, has done us harm. We do not
appear to some of harder heads of the foreign chancelleries
as very wise, logical or trustworthy, but still we are the
great stabilizing force of the world. Could our ministers,
in their public utterances, deflate some of the warmer
air, they would have greater prestige, and find their
remonstrances or advice more readily acceptable. Here
in England we probably know who talks tripe because he
cannot help it, and who talks it to humbug his Cabinet
or please his caucus, but the world is not always so well
informed*

Nevertheless, if some of our vocative ones were to see
their dossier in the secret card indices in the foreign bureau,
they would be surprised. An English paper may send its
obituary notices out to the subjects thereof before their
death, like Who's Who. Foreign card indexers of character
are not so obliging.